Exploring Electrical Technology		(IDST 300)
Study Guide and Discussion Questions for
Flickering Pixels: How Technology Shapes Your Faith by Shane Hipps
Due Tuesday December 7

Instructions:  please select a total of six chapters from Hipps and respond to the questions below that pertain to each chapter in at least two complete sentences, but not more than one paragraph.  Choose two chapters each from the Introduction through Chapter 5, Chapters 6 through 11, and Chapters 12 through the Epilogue.   Note that these questions have been developed cooperatively by both Dr. John Bechtold and Dr. Harold Underwood, and some have been adapted for the purposes of this course.

Section I:  Choose two chapters
Introduction: Hidden Pixels
Hipps states, “Any serious study of God is a study of communication, and any effort to understand God is shaped by our understanding—or misunderstanding—of the media and technology we use to communicate.” Can you think of an example to illustrate how our understanding or misunderstanding of media and technology shapes our understanding of God?   Please explain.
Describe an example of how electrical technology alters and shapes our lives or faith.

Chapter 1: Mr. No-Depth Perception
Hipps suggests that many of us are not aware, or do not take time to consider the potential negative effects of media or technology.  Hipps is concerned that we can get so enamored by media and technology (or progress) that we minimize its negative effects.  Have you ever considered how writing erodes memory?  Why do you think the author and others have believed this to be so?  Is that such a bad thing?  Explain. Can you think of other ill-effects of writing?  Have you ever considered the value of reading and writing for having a democracy? Why do you think it is important for a democracy?  

Hipps focuses on writing as something that has both positive and negative aspects. Provide another example of an electrical technology or media that we likewise take for granted as being good and yet also has negatives that we tend to ignore or deny.

Chapter 2: The Magic Eye
Hipps creatively attempts to convey the idea that “things are not always as they seem”, or actually, that some things are more than what they seem. Sometimes the most obvious images conceal a deeper message, but in order to see it you have to almost look beyond the object itself to the medium in which it was conveyed.  Hipps illustrates this in several ways: stenciling on a bomb; Neo being engulfed by a mirror; magic eye images. Can you think of other examples that illustrate this same point?

Hipps ends this chapter by saying, “We need to train our eyes to focus beyond the surface of our technologies… to see things as they really are.” Think of a technological object.  How can the use of that object say something deeper about the user of that object or say something about the culture that embraces that object? 

Chapter 3:
Hipps often uses media and technology together – particularly in this chapter.  For example, following McLuhan, Hipps writes “medium is anything that stretches or extends, or amplifies some human capacity.”  Furthermore, he offers four dimensions of media.  Given that… take an electrical technology, perhaps the focus of your Paper #3, and identify its four dimensions (some technologies might be easier to do than others).  Focus particularly on the “reversal” dimension and reflect on how common it is to see the technology you choose in that light. 

Chapter 4: Dyslexia and Deception
Hipps illustrates how reasoning tends to dominate our Western experience to the detriment of emotions. Do you agree – does it reflect your own experience?  What do you think the consequences are, then, when we use technology that is largely systematic, logical, and efficient – do you think emotions are still “downplayed” today as seen through these technologies?

Chapter 5: Subliminal Messages
Hipps suggests that the “subliminal text” of the printed word is that humans are logical, objective, abstract, and somewhat detached in contrast to an oral message. What is the unintended consequence of this, and how can it relate to our own experience of the printed text today?													   hhf

Are we as shaped today by digital information as the 18th-century person was by the printed word? (Instead of listening to 4-hour sermons, don’t we spend a lot of time looking into a computer screen?  Is it any different?)




Section II:  Choose two chapters
Chapter 6: Electric Faith
The effect of the telegraph was to disconnect information from its local and historical setting in ways different from books – in terms of speed and volume.  Extending that to today’s internet – what is its effect according to Hipps?

Do you think Truth has suffered as a result of the internet information glut?  What major component of information dissemination has been lost?  How would you describe the difference between information, understanding and wisdom?

Chapter 7:  A Thousand Feelings
In this chapter, Hipps offers quite a few contrasts between image and print media.   Describe some of these contrasts.  College experience for most students is largely biased toward print.  How do you see such a bias influencing your own life with respect to being at college? Do you feel you “belong” here with respect to the domination of print?  Could it be any other way?  Elaborate.

Chapter 8: The Dimmer Switch
Hipps contrasts conversion experiences as the difference between flipping on a light switch and turning on a dimmer switch… the difference between static categories and processes of growth.  How would you describe your own conversion, if you can recall it?  Does a shift from print to an image culture contribute to a greater appreciation for “dimmer” rather than “light switch” conversions?  Explain.

Chapter 9: Soul Stealing
Hipps’ focus on the technology of the photograph and the video image demonstrates again how technology can “reverse” itself. Originally intended to depict reality, we now are presented with an airbrushed reality and a photo-shopped image, often leading to increased dissatisfaction with ourselves with an emphasis on our surface characteristics. Can you think of other technologies that instead of enhancing our inner selves has lead more to greater dissatisfaction or frustration?  Explain.

Chapter 10: Together Apart
Perhaps one of the most significant paragraphs in the whole book is in this chapter:   
This is the paradox of the electronic age. In this sense it retrieves and combines the characteristics of two previous media eras. If oral culture is tribal and literate culture is individual, the electronic age is essentially a tribe of individuals. This is a confused state of being in which we are thrown together from far-off places. We desire connection and community in our increasingly nomadic existence—yet we wander around the globe, glancing off other digital nomads, without ever knowing or being known.
As exposure to this reality occurs in little steps, so, according to Hipps, is the remedy. What solution does Hipps offer this nomadic existence? How can this be applied to your own life and experience? 

For all the value that “empathy at a distance” creates, what is the down side according to Hipps?  Do you think it can undermine our expression of empathy in our own time and place situation?  Explain. 


Chapter 11:  Our Nomadic Life
In this chapter, Hipps provides an illustration to suggest the way the internet can undermine intimacy in exchange for a subtle form of exhibitionism.  Can you provide any other illustrations that support or contradict this trend?   Is anonymous intimacy a threat to the Christian Church?  Why or why not? 

Hipps claims that “Virtual community is infinitely more virtual than communal.” Why does he say this? Do you agree?  







Section 3:  Choose 2 chapters
Chapter 12:  Next Door Enemy
How has the print age and literacy influenced us?  Has electronic technology changed things?  Have you experienced community that helps you live out the words of Jesus?  If so, what role if any does electronic technology play?  What can we learn from the Annabaptist tradition including its developed theology of conflict?

Chapter 13:  Getting Younger
How does Hipps assess the challenges of electronic media on the parent-child relationship?  Do you agree?  Why or why not?  How would you recommend that responsible parents handle this situation?

Chapter 14:  The Prodigal Brain
What effect does Hipps claim print and electronic media respectively have had on the left and the right brain?  What insight does he draw from Jesus’ parable of the Prodigal Son?  How do we find the right balance?  

Chapter 15:  A Mirror Dimly
How has the print age influenced presentation and understanding of the Christian gospel message?  Where does Hipps say the image gospel is now moving?  Do you agree with Hipps that the message of the gospel is ever changing, depending on the context?  Why or why not?

Chapter 16:  Media God
In what different forms of media has God communicated his message down through the ages?  On what basis does Hipps claim that God has a specific interest in how humans use media technology?  What can we learn from this about modern media technology?  In what ways have we as the Christian Church, including our use of technology, succeeded or failed in representing the body of Christ to the world?

Chapter 17:  Y’all
How does Hipps illustrate his passionate vision for the communal aspect of the Christian faith here?  Why do you think he stays tacit about technology in this chapter?  Does electronic media technology foster a false sense of community?  If so, what should we do about it?       

Epilogue: Bend
How does Hipps describe the purpose of this book?  Do you agree with his claim?  Why or why not?  What are some ways can we learn to bend, but not break with regard to electronic media technology? 
