Exploring Electrical Technology 	(IDST 300)

STUDY GUIDE / ASSIGNMENT (by Dr. Underwood) FOR 
Preface (pp. vii-viii), Chapter 1 (pp. 1-20), Chapter 2 (pp. 21-55)
OF TECHNOLOGY AND RELIGION by Noreen Herzfeld

Preface:
1.  What lesson(s) does Herzfeld draw from Plato?  Please explain.




2.  From which religious perspectives does Herzfeld address the effects of emerging technologies?  Why?  What benefit do you as a reader gain from these religious perspectives?





Chapter 1:  Of Morals and Machines
1.  In one paragraph, please summarize the main message by Herzfeld in this chapter.








2.  From its Greek root, how does Herzfeld define technology, and what three elements does she identify?  Is this consistent with your understanding of the word?




3.  Please choose one of the following two quotes (from p. 9) and react to it in complete sentences (delete the other):
a)   “...technology plays a greater role in our lives than it has at any previous time in our history.”


b) “The new products of modern technology do not simply “disclose” or shape nature, but transform and
 replace nature.  [...] modern technology gives us heretofore undreamed of power.”


4.  What lessons does Herzfeld draw from Genesis about creation?  Why does Noah succeed in his use of technology (the ark) where others failed?   
	



5.  In the way humans relate to creation, how does the Muslim understanding compare to the Christian?




6.  What are the three questions the Amish ask, in general, when considering a new technology?  Do you think these questions are good ones to consider?  Why or why not?





Chapter 2: Healing or Enhancing?
1.  What potential benefits and problems does Herzfeld identify of
	a) Genetic Engineering




	b) Stem Cells and Therapeutic Cloning





2.  Should pharmaceuticals be used only for therapy, or also for enhancement?  Why or why not?  Please provide an example.





3.  Herzfeld suggests that “Advances in neuroscience have led [...] toward a view that locates the source of mental difficulty in the individual’s brain chemistry.  This view lends itself nicely to a technological fix.”  If this is so, what is the problem?  Please cite an example.





4.  Provide some examples of biomechatronic devices.  Can such technology go too far?  Why or why not?






5.  With regard to end-of-life care, Herzfeld says, “The withdrawal of life-support technology is one of the most difficult decisions faced by doctors, patients and their families.”  What four criteria does she say medical professionals generally use to justify discontinued life support?  Do you agree that these are the right considerations?  

