Exploring Electrical Technology 	(IDST 300)

STUDY GUIDE / ASSIGNMENT (by Dr. Underwood) FOR 
Chapter 3 (pp. 56-90), Chapter 4 (pp. 91-124) & Chapter 5 (pp. 125-140)
OF TECHNOLOGY AND RELIGION by Noreen Herzfeld

Chapter 3:  Cyberspace On Our Minds
1.  What three views of intelligence does Herzfeld identify?  How have these views influenced technology?




2.  What problems and potential benefits with video games and/or relationships in cyberspace does Herzfeld describe?  




3.   Herzfeld ends this chapter with the conclusion, “For artificial intelligence, video games, social networks, and virtual reality to be unequivocal goods in our society, they need to allow for true human relationships, the kind that lift people out of narcissistic preoccupations.  That is a tall order.  But not an impossible one.”  Do you agree?  Why or why not?  





Chapter 4:  The New Alchemy
1.  What is nanotechnology?  What are some examples of its potentially “life enhancing” applications?  Problems?








2.  Although a number of genetically modified (GM) crops have been widely adopted in the United States, why have GM crops have been accepted much more slowly worldwide?






3.  What are the advantages and disadvantages of the energy technologies cited here?  Which ones are renewable? Would you recommend that we put more emphasis on developing renewable energy sources?  If so, how?








Chapter 5: Technology Goes Global
1.  What are some of the implications of technology globalization that Herzfeld suggests?  Which ones do you think are most significant?  Why?









2.   What have been some of the religious responses to globalization?








3.  In this chapter, Herzfeld claims that “…globalization and technology have altered our historical definition of sin.”  Do you agree?  Why or why not?  If so, what should we do about it?   





