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Notes on Edison’s Miracle of Light video

Based on this PBS (The American Experience) presentation:

1.  What were two of Thomas Alva Edison’s earliest inventions related to the telegraph and how did his occupation as a telegraph operator help him as an inventor? 

2.  As it is described here, how do you feel about balance did Edison struck between work and family life with regard to time and money? 

3.  What was significant about Menlo Park, NJ, and how did it change the way electrical technology has been explored?  

4.  What factors kept Edison from meeting his six week schedule for inventing a practical incandescent lamp and replacing the gas light with electric light for the general public?  How long did it actually take?   Why?   What broader principles apply to these circumstances?
5.  Where did lamp black come from, and how did Edison and his team use it?  What was special about this substance?
6.  Overall, what lessons (positive or negative) should we learn from Edison’s life and work?  What inspiration and/or warnings do you take from his example? 
