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READING AND STUDY GUIDE FOR DISCUSSION ON  
Samuel Eliot Morison’s “The Wisdom of Benjamin Franklin,” in The Saturday Evening Post, April 1990: 58-61, 94, 106; May/June 1990: 38-40, 111 (part II). 

Questions on reading for reflection and discussion in class:


1.  What do we learn about Ben Franklin from his sense of humor?


2.  Would you classify Franklin more as an idealist or as a pragmatist?  Why?


3.  What illustrations show the skill Franklin had in working with his hands?


4.  How did Franklin’s background and experiences influence his social character?


5.  What attitude did Franklin have about. . .?



a) patenting his inventions



b)  war and peace



c)  religion


6.  What contribution did Franklin make as a scientist and what influence did it have?

