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Discussion questions for articles on John Wesley by Malony and Haas:

(Note: with your answers, try to provide a quote and reference, if possible)

1.  According to Haas, why shouldn’t Wesley be compared to Priestly and others?

2. What do we know of Wesley’s view of the natural world, theology and science?

a) Did he view the scripture as God’s sole means of revelation?  Why or why not?

b) Did he believe humans have learned a large part of God’s work in creation?

c) What were Wesley’s favorite scientific topics?

d) Is he described as a Deist or one who believes in a God restricted to the “laws of nature?”

e) For Wesley, is wisdom available to all from God’s creation sufficient for salvation? 

f) What was the title of his major written work on electricity, when was it published and what does the title reveal about himself?  

3.  According to Malony, for what does Wesley deserve credit in his use of electricity?

a) Could he be considered a great electrotherapist?

b) Did he read about the work of Franklin, Newton or others and learn from it?

c) Did he recommend a treatment for others that he hadn’t tried on himself?

d) Did he charge patients money for their treatments?

e) Did he consider electricity very important to life?

f) Did he find many ailments in which electricity was useful in treatment?  Examples?

g) Was their any notable condition excluded from the list of those he treated? 

h) Did he explain healing as a result of psychological effects? 

4.  Why wasn’t Wesley’s work any better accepted?

